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If MONIKA SCHAEFER can do it, then so can you!
It is never too late to apologize for having had a false belief!

1

[In this short five minute video Monika Schaefer, a
middle aged German-Canadian woman gives a belated,
yet heartfelt apology to her deceased parents for the
times when she reproached them and the German people
for failing to stop the “Holocaust” from happening.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0_BZphQ7Qo#t=1
97
Click on the above link, or copy the link into your
browser to watch the video.
Published on June 17, 2016

It has only been in the last couple of years that Monika
has done the research and concluded that the
“Holocaust” is, in fact, the “biggest and most pernicious
and persistent lie in all of history!” Her parents knew
nothing of the so-called “death camps” for the simple
reason that they did NOT exist, they were only labour
camps — KATANA.]
***

Sorry Mom
I was Wrong About the Holocaust

YouTube Stats:
Jul 30 — Views: 78,400 – Comments: 2,338 –
Likes: 1,569 Dislikes: 618
Jul 28 — Views: 76,968 – Comments: 2,275 –
Likes: 1,535 Dislikes: 608
Jul 25 — Views: 72,948 – Comments: 2,072 –
Likes: 1,466 Dislikes: 587
Jul 24 — Views: 70,129 – Comments: 1,981 –
Likes: 1,432 Dislikes: 577
Jul 23 — Views: 67,927 – Comments: 1,935 –
Likes: 1,393 Dislikes: 572
Jul 19 — Views: 65,225 – Comments: 1,915 –
Likes: 1,432 Dislikes: 554
Jun 18, 2016 — Views: 2,466 – Comments: ?? –
Likes: 179 Dislikes: 2
Description
A German-Canadian, Monika Schaefer, reflects on being
bullied as a little girl growing up in Canada, in the
aftermath of WWII, for being German.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Transcript – 18 June 2016

I’m reminded, just now, of the plight of the indigenous
peoples of North America. They were also made to be
ashamed of their culture.

Hello! I’m Monica Shafer. I was born and raised in
Canada, first generation Canadian citizen of German
heritage. My parents both came from Germany. They
immigrated to Canada in 1951 and ‘52, respectively.
There was a bit of a disconnect between what I
experienced in the home life and what I felt outside the
home. I love the rich German traditions and culture that
I grew up with and yet, I felt ashamed of my
Germanness when I was at school, or outside with my
friends. I learned very quickly to hide my heritage.
It started in the first week of school. Day one, I wore my
beautiful little dirndl, a traditional German dress and on
day two, children were taunting me:
“Oh you forgot to take off your apron! Ha ha ha!” as they
were running away, or “Heil Hitler! Ha ha!”, again
taunting me.
I didn’t exactly know the meaning of that, but I knew it
was not friendly. They were being cruel. That was very
clear to me.

Above, German women wearing dirndl.
A dirndl is a type of traditional dress worn in Germany,
especially in Bavaria, Austria, and in South Tyrol, based
on the traditional clothing of Alps peasants.

I would like to share with you now a deep regret that I
have for something which I would like to apologize to my
parents for, but cannot, because they are no longer
alive.

Many years ago, I reproached my mother. You see I had
been thoroughly indoctrinated as we all were. The stories
seemed to be all around us, in school, in television in the
very air, and the evilness of Adolf Hitler was as deep and
diabolic as imaginable.
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against their will. Again, nobody denies that. But these
were work camps.
The prisoners of the camps were being kept as healthy
and as well fed as was possible in those terrible war
years. They needed to be kept healthy. How else could
they perform the work?
It was war, and so the camps were basically armaments
factories. And how much sense does it make, by the
way, to have a hospital in a death camp?

Well, now I know why she did not know. It is, because
these things did not happen! It is only since the last
couple of years, since about 2014, that I have begun to
understand that this is the biggest and most pernicious
and persistent lie in all of history! Everything has been
turned upside down on its head!

There were no gas chambers there. The only gas that
was used was to get rid of the lice! Lice carried typhus
and typhus was a deadly and rampant disease.
So they had to delouse the clothing to keep the people
healthy. Now, why would they do that if the goal was to
just exterminate the Jews? Makes no sense. That is the
“Six Million Lie”, as I now like to call it, in a nutshell.
There is so much more to learn about this, and this is all
readily available now in 2016 thanks to the digital age
with, or without the “thought laws”.
Back to my family. What a relief it is for me to learn that
my parents and grandparents were not part of a people
that suddenly became monsters overnight!
The reproach which I directed at my mother, I wish I
could apologize to her for this. I am, in effect,
apologizing to her now, to her spirit.
I would like to invite you to find out more by searching
the following titles that had such a meaningful and
healing influence on me.
Thank you.
[5:50] END

I said to her, to my mother:
“Why didn’t you, your friends, your folk, your family. Why
didn’t you do something to stop these bad things from
happening! Stop Hitler and stop these death camps! You
should have done something! You must have known!”

I was really upset, my reproach was bitter. She listened
and she paused and very quietly and in a sad tone of
voice, she said:
“We didn’t know about any of that. We just did not know.
We did not hear about anything like that!”

Yes, there were detention camps. Nobody denies that
there were camps! And yes, the prisoners were kept

*Questioning the Holocaust – Why we Believed
*Ursula Haverbeck on the Greatest Problem of Our Time.
* Ernst Zündel Off Your Knees Germany!
See also:
*GLARING Hypocrisy Interview with Truth-Teller *Monika
Schaefer — TRANSCRIPT
**Entschuldigung Mama, ich hatte Unrecht was den
Holocaust betrifft — TRANSCRIPT
Click to download a PDF of this post (1.9 MB).
*Sorry Mom, I was wrong about the Holocaust —
TRANSCRIPT Ver 2
*https://katana17.wordpress.com/2016/06/18/sorrymom-i-was-wrong-about-the-holocaust-transcript/
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Here is an excerpt from Tony Bushby’s -

THE CRUCIFIXION OF TRUTH

Chapter Thirteen—

"Today he is called Mohammed (570-632), but his real
name was Lothar Schmalfuss.....The reference is found in
a book called 'Chronica Majora', a summary of world
history from biblical Creation to the year of the author's
death. It was written by Matthew Paris (d.1259), a pious
Christian monk, described by the church 'as an historian
who holds the first place among English chroniclers'.
From his quaint specimen of Abbey records, the erudite
Monk explained how Mohammed started an 'impious
religion':
It is well known that Mohammed was once a cardinal, and
became heretic because he failed to be elected pope. Also
(later in life) having drunk to excess, he fell by the
roadside, and in this condition was killed by swine. And
for that reason, his followers abhor pork even unto this
day.
Monk Matthew Paris called Mohammed 'cardinal'; a term
that today signifies councilors of the pope, and the origin
of that category of priesthood reveals another area of
censored information in Christian development. The 16th
Century church said that 'the office of cardinal
(incardinatus) first came into being in the 6th
Century...its true origin to this day remains unanswered
for in none of the Councils (records) do we find authority
for the distinguishing features of the office'. However, the
position of cardinal was created by special decree at a
French synod in January 560 and that information is
recorded church history. 'The Synods which were held
during the sixth century were confined to France and
Spain'....
*http://www.rationalskepticism.org/islam/lotharschmalfuss-t17987.html
*https://www.amazon.com/Crucifixion-Truth-TonyBushby/dp/097515947X

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

How Europe's media covered Brexit according to joint-Reuters Institute research
Friday 29th July 2016
Albania, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Italy,
Latvia, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Switzerland,
Ukraine and the US. In a related study 489 articles were
also analysed in three British newspapers over the same
period.
European and US newspapers, whatever their political
leaning, reported “stunned surprise” and “dismay” after
the referendum. While left-wing newspapers were more
strongly in favour of the EU and more critical of the
outcome of Britain’s referendum arguing it could damage
i
the EU; right-wing newspapers were also generally
Will it kill us or make us stronger? The front-page
negative towards Brexit, although their analysis tended
headline of Poland’s Gazeta Wyborcza, June 25
to be more understanding towards the reasons behind
Read more
Britain’s vote to leave.
The European Journalism Observatory — a network of
You can find out more by clicking here:
collaborating research institutes including the Reuters
*http://en.ejo.ch/latest-stories/will-kill-us-make-usInstitute for the Study of Journalism — has conducted a
stronger-europes-media-covered-brexit
content analysis of the print editions of three daily
This was also featured in an article for the Guardian:
*https://www.theguardian.com/media/greenslade/201
newspapers in each of 12 European countries and also in
6/jul/28/european-newspapers-overwhelmingly-criticalthe United States, between June 25 and July 1.
of-brexit-vote
1638 articles about Brexit were examined in newspapers
*http://www.politics.ox.ac.uk/news/how-europesrepresenting a broad spectrum of political opinion.
media-covered-brexit.html
Countries included EU members and non-members:

_______________________________________________
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http://www.news.com.au/entertainment/tv/build-another-wall-loser-the-simpsons-new-trump-spoof/newsstory/6868de9a494d96740a2cf2f3e14405a9
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From: Gerd Ittner gerd.ittner@gmx.de
Sent: Thursday, 23 June 2016 8:20 AM
To: gerd.ittner@gmx.de
Subject: Reinhold Leidenfrost
Nach zehn Jahren traf ich mich heute erstmals wieder mit
Er steht in jeder Hinsicht für unser Heiligstes: für das
meinem im 93. Lebensjahr stehenden lieben Freund und
Deutsche Reich!
alten politischen Weg- und Kampfgefährten, dem
Siehe Fotos im Anhang
ehemaligen Jagdflieger Reinhold Leidenfrost. Zuletzt
Und hier:
Leidenfrosts "Deutsches Leben unter Adolf Hitler"
hatten wir uns im Jahre 2006 in Finnland gesehen, als ich
https://terragermania.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/de
dort im Exil gewesen war. Damals standen wir
utscheslebenunteradolfhitler-1.pdf
zusammen auf dem Polarkreis und besuchten im hohen
Mit reichstreuem Heilsgruß!
Norden, in Lappland, einen wunderschön im Wald am
Gerhard Ittner
Ufer eines Sees gelegenen deutschen Soldatenfriedhof
aus dem Zweiten Weltkrieg. Reinhold war sehr ergriffen
gewesen dort, wo so viele seiner im Kampf für ein
besseres Deutschland und ein freies Europa gefallenen
Kameraden begraben liegen. Auch jemand aus meiner
Familie fiel in Finnland, in Karelien, an der Seite der
finnischen Waffenbrüder im Kampf gegen die Sowjets.
Mein Großvater und ein Großonkel von mir waren im
Krieg ebenfalls in Finnland gewesen und begeistert vom
Land und seinen Menschen - so wie auch ich und wie
Reinhold.
Vor meinem Gang ins Exil waren Leidenfrost und ich
nahezu jedes Wochenende zusammen im Rednereinsatz
gewesen, überall im Lande, doch besonders in
Leidenfrosts Heimat Thüringen und in Sachsen.
Es war für uns beide heute sehr bewegend, uns endlich
wieder einmal zu unterhalten, nach meinen sieben
Jahren im Exil und dreieinhalb Jahren als politischer
Gefangener der Fremdherrschaft des BRD-Regimes. An
der Wand seines Wohnzimmers die Urkunde für
besondere Leistungen im Luftkrieg, vom September
1944, mit der Unterschrift Hermann Görings, erzählte
Leidenfrost u.a. von seinem Einsatz als Flugzeugführer
im erbitterten Verteidigungskampf gegen die Sowjets in
Ostpreußen, aber auch von seiner Zeit in Südafrika, wo
er lange Jahre lebte. Nachdem er Anfang der 1950er
Jahre den damals vielbeachteten ersten Privatflug nach
dem Krieg nach Afrika unternommen hatte, war er
letztmals 2005 auf jenem Kontinent gewesen, als er
einer deutschen Privatschule in Namibia, im ehemaligen
Deutsch-Südwestafrika,
eine
großzügige
Spende
übergab, damit den dortigen deutschen Kindern
weiterhin die deutsche Sprache und Kultur vermittelt
werden kann, sowie ein von den Lügen der
Siegergeschichtsschreibung freies, wahrhaftiges Bild der
besten Zeit, welche das Deutsche Volk erleben durfte,
unter seinem größten Sohn.
Reinhold Leidenfrost - ein treuer Gefolgsmann des
Führers, tadelloser Kamerad und unbeugsamer Kämpfer
gegen die Lügen und für die Wahrheit für Deutschland!
____________________________________________________________________________________

On September 14, 1979, accompanied by a
witness, a Lebanese gentleman working in the
United States (Roland S.), I visited the gas
chamber of the Maryland State penitentiary in
Baltimore. On February 11, 1980 I distributed
the "Gas Chamber Procedure Check Sheet"
that the Warden had had an officer give me,
along with some photos of that gas chamber.

We are now in the year 2016. Thirty-six years
have passed. I deem it useful to distribute
this information from 1980 once again.
Best wishes,
Robert Faurisson
*http://robertfaurisson.blogspot.fr/1980/02/gaschamber-of-maryland-state.html

_____________________________________________
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Scandals in Bayreuth:

A brief history of cancelations at the Wagner Festival
It was a last-minute upset, but not unusual for the
Bayreuth Festival. Conductor Andris Nelsons called off his
opening night performance and will be replaced by
Hartmut Haenchen. Here's a history of Bayreuth dropouts.

All possible explanations were denied, and both the
festival and the conductor have adhered to their pledge
to keep silent on the issue.

Nelsons seems happier in Leipzig - where he is soon to be
principal conductor of the storied Gewandhaus Orchestra

The 73-year-old German conductor Hartmut Haenchen
was greeted by Bayreuth Festival director Katharina
Wagner in a statement released Tuesday (05.07.2016),
"I'm very grateful to Maestro Haenchen for declaring his
readiness to take over conducting responsibilities for the
new production on short notice and am looking forward
to his first participation at the Bayreuth Festival."
That production is of Richard Wagner's last work,
"Parsifal," written specifically for the "Festspielhaus," his
self-designed festival theater, and normally requiring
close knowledge of the specific performance conditions
there. Haenchen will be joining a team that has been
rehearsing since early June: orchestra, chorus, soloists
and the stage director Uwe Eric Laufenberg. The team
was traumatized when the announcement came on June
30 that star conductor Andris Nelsons had thrown in the
towel.

The Wagner Festival in attracts roughly 60,000 visitors to
Bayreuth every summer, so performance pressure is at a
fever-pitch - as are expectations. According to the
legend, in 1931, the great conductor Arturo Toscanini
broke his baton and stormed off in a dispute over the
gravitation of the festival towards Nazi ideology.
Andris Nelsons' withdrawal may be the most eyebrowraising personnel change in more recent Bayreuth
history, but it is by no means the only one, as a brief
look back will confirm.
A rich tradition of Bayreuth cancelations
Willy Decker: The experienced German

opera
director had been commissioned to direct Wagner's
"Lohengrin" but backed down just months before, citing
"artistic reasons." It was the first time that a designated
Bayreuth stage director had stepped down. British
director Keith Warner was hired in his place - and
delivered a solid rendition of the opera.
2000: Hans Sotin: The famous German baritone had
sung every Wagnerian role for the bass voice in Bayreuth
- in every season without interruption since 1972. Then,
just days before the premiere of "Parsifal," Sotin left the
"Green Hill" in a huff, citing "irreconcilable differences"
with conductor Christoph Eschenbach. Another baritone
was found - and in the following year, another conductor.
1999:

Conductor Hartmut Haenchen doesn't have much time to
come to terms with Bayreuth

"Owing to a differing approach in various matters,"
Nelsons had requested a termination of contract. The
choice of words was so vague that it's occupied the arts
world for the past week.
Had he been miffed by unsolicited advice from the
festival's music director, Christian Thielemann? Were
there differences with the festival management over
casting issues? Was the young maestro, described as a
warm and outgoing, but also sensitive and somewhat
private person, disturbed by the intense security
measures recently introduced at the Festspielhaus? Or
was Nelsons uncomfortable with Laufenberg's production,
in which Wagner's "Parsifal" is set in the context of
religions?

After 18 years, Waltraud Meier is slated to return to
Bayreuth
2000: Waltraud Meier: Adored by Bayreuth audiences for

17 seasons in the roles of Kundry, Isolde, Waltraute, and
Sieglinde, the celebrated soprano turned her back on the
festival after a disagreement over scheduling and her
required ongoing presence in the city. "It's getting worse
here from year to year," was the bitter claim of the
singer who'd once called Bayreuth her "home." It was
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recently announced, however, that Meier will return in
2018 as Ortrud in the opera "Lohengrin."
2004: Martin Kusej: The Austrian stage director's
interpretation of "Parsifal" was to bring some fresh air to
the music drama that since 1991 had been seen only in
the rendition by festival director Wolfgang Wagner. But
half a year before the premiere, the contract was
cancelled, citing "irreconcilable differences between the
working principals and methods of the stage team on one
hand, and the Bayreuth Festival on the other." A
replacement was found, although that term seems
inadequate for the late theatrical genius Christoph
Schlingensief, whose rendition of the work was nothing if
not ambitious. It scandalized the festival in fact - but
with the addition of multimedia, also transformed it.
Never was interest in Bayreuth higher than with
Schlingensief's "Parsifal."

Christoph Schlingensief died of cancer in 2010 - six years
after his 'Parsifal' revolutionized Bayreuth

2011: Wim Wenders: Another film director, and more

irreconcilable differences. Wenders, it was rumored, was
more focused on the filming and marketing of his
production from the Bayreuth stage than in the actual
requirements of operatic performance. In April of that
year, the festival parted ways with him as director of the
"Ring" cycle in the Wagner bicentennial year 2013. Berlin
theatrical professional Frank Castorf was hired instead in light of the scope of the task and with only 24 months
to go, seemingly at the last minute. His take on the
"Ring" had grandiose scenery but gratuitous stage
pranks - factors that have led to split opinions on his
presentation ever since.
2012: Evgeny Nikitin: After a still from a video surfaced
showing the Russian baritone playing shirtless in a rock
band with what clearly appeared to be a swastika
tattooed on his chest, the festival cancelled the
engagement. Denying that he'd ever sported the
ornament, Nikitin left Bayreuth just days before the
premiere of "The Flying Dutchman." With literally only
hours of rehearsal remaining, Korean bass Samuel Youn
stepped in and was warmly applauded by the audience.
2014: Jonathan Meese: In his first effort at stating an
opera, the visual artist was slated to interpret "Parsifal"
in 2016. That very announcement had riled Wagner
Festival-goers. This was, after all, the scandal-ridden
painter who embellished his works with coded symbolism
from the Nazi era and embellished his claim to the
"supremacy of art" with the raised-arm "Heil Hitler!"
gesture. Citing cost overruns, the Bayreuth Festival
canceled its contract with Meese in November 2014.
Saying that he would seek to raise the funds himself,
Meese claimed aesthetic differences with the festival
instead - in terms that cannot be quoted here.

A gap in the 'Ring' - twice

2004: Lars von Trier: With no prior experience in opera

production, the Danish film director spent two years
working on scenic concept for Wagner's 16-hour, fouropera cycle "The Ring of the Nibelung." But two years
before the slated premiere in 2006, he came to the
realization that his vision could not be fulfilled. In a
statement by the Bayreuth Festival, "the dimensions and
demands of this 'Ring' version, seen realistically, would
have clearly exceeded his abilities." Two years might
seem like a long time, but considering Wagner's magnum
opus, it is a terrifyingly short period. German playwright
Tankred Dorst, then 79 years old, said he was up to the
challenge. Dorst also had no prior experience in opera and the critics and audiences declared the result
lackluster.

Eccentric pictorial artist Jonathan Meese was tried for and acquitted of - inappropriately using the 'Nazi
greeting' gesture
2015: Anja Kampe: The German soprano, scheduled to

sing the role of Isolde in the opera "Tristan and Isolde,"
stepped down less than a month before the premiere. As
usual, the reasons cited were vague, leading to much
speculation. The new production by festival director
Katharina Wagner had to be rehearsed literally the day
before - with no dress rehearsal. A tighter schedule is
unimaginable.
2016: Andris Nelsons: See the above. In effect, the new
"Parsifal" opening the festival on July 25 will have both a
different stage director and a different conductor than
originally intended.
http://www.dw.com/en/scandals-in-bayreuth-a-briefhistory-of-cancelations-at-thewagnerfestival/a19381846
Lars von Trier labored away at his vision for two years then realized it was beyond his reach

DW RECOMMENDS
Star conductor Andris Nelsons leaves legendary
Wagner festival in dispute
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Three and a half weeks before opening day, conductor
Andris Nelsons has surprisingly cancelled his contract
with the famous Bayreuth Festival. Both parties agreed
to otherwise remain silent on the issue. (30.06.2016)
Bayreuth Festival steps up security and the crew
isn't happy about it
Guarding against terrorist attacks, the theater housing
the annual Bayreuth Festival has been cordoned off.
Production teams for the opera event say the increased
security measures are ruining the festival's atmosphere.
(22.06.2016)
********

extensive restoration and with expanded facilities. There
are cultural events in Bayreuth outside the festival
season as well - but only negligible one compared with
those in your average big city in Germany.

9 myths about Wagner and Bayreuth

Was Richard Wagner a Nazi and is Bayreuth the
focal point of German culture? DW music expert
Rick Fulker busts these and other myths
surrounding the legendary Bayreuth Festival.
21.07.2015
By Rick Fulker

In the final analysis, he still calls the shots here
4. Most people wait years for an expensive ticket, while
the chancellor and other celebrities simply get theirs from
the festival organizers for free.

No. The city of Bayreuth acquires a batch of tickets and
uses them to invite certain famous people. After all,
there's nothing wrong with a little glamour on opening
day. The city's ticket package comes in return for its
financial support. Together, the city, regional, state, and
federal governments fund nearly half of the festival's 16million-euro ($17.3-million) annual budget.
5. Only operas by Richard Wagner have ever been
performed in the Bayreuth Festspielhausconcert hall.

1. Richard Wagner was a Nazi.
Historically impossible; he died in 1883. But did he pave
the way for the Third Reich? True, Wagner was a proven
anti-Semite and German nationalist with a streak of
xenophobia. But at various times in his life, he was also
an anarchist, a leftist revolutionary, a European
cosmopolite, a theoretician, and many other things. His
writings are full of polemics, many of them contradictory.
One of them is that unspeakable tirade, "Jewry in Music."
After Wagner's death - and in his name - Bayreuth did
become a focal point of Nazism. Long before it became
fashionable, Wagner's daughter-in-law Winifred (whom
he never met) and his son-in-law Houston Stewart
Chamberlain
were
ardent
Hitler
followers.
The Führer himself was a welcome guest in Bayreuth both before he came to power and afterwards.
But do Wagner's music dramas contain a seed of Nazi
ideology? Some say yes, others no. In any case, that
would be impossible to prove.
2. The festival is owned by the Wagner family.
Wrong again. The Richard Wagner Association has been
the legal owner since 1973. Various descendants of
Richard Wagner sit on the board, as do several public
entities. The festival director has always been a Wagner,
however, either a blood relative of Richard or married
into the family.
3. Bayreuth is something like the center of German
culture.
No, the Bayreuth Festspielhaus is a theater, and the
festival a seasonal affair. German culture is highly
decentralized. But the world's most important Wagner
archive is located in Bayreuth - at Wahnfried, Richard
Wagner's onetime residence. On July 26, 2015, the
museum housed there since 1976 will reopen after

Not exactly. After the end of World War II, Bayreuth was
occupied by American forces, and musicals for the troops
were performed there for a brief time. And the Ninth
Symphony by Ludwig van Beethoven - a composer
Wagner venerated - has also resounded a number of
times in Wagner's festival theater, at the festival's
reopening in 1951, for instance. Other than that, it's
true: In 139 years of festival history, it's been all
Wagner, all the time.
6. The ticket prices are horrendous.
It depends on what is meant by "horrendous." 240 euros
($260) for a mid-price range seat is no trifle, but
moderate compared to other upper-echelon festivals.
Seats with a limited view are even available at a price of
15 euros ($16). Those, incidentally, are the official
prices, not the black market ones, which can reach into
the quadruple digits.

Chancellor Merkel, a regular to Bayreuth, dared to wear
the same dress in two different seasons

9

7. The Bayreuth Festival is a place where traditions are
preserved down to the final dot and comma - and a
reference point for conservative Wagnerians.

Absolutely not - at least not in terms of sets and
stagings. Even back in the 1920s, festival director
Siegfried Wagner, the composer's son, carefully broke
with stale convention. And in doing so, he enraged the
true Wagnerians, who wanted to see the exact same
scenes and action that Richard Wagner himself had once
viewed. Siegfried's widow and successor Winifred
continued a process of cautious renewal.
Stagings in the "New Bayreuth" era, beginning in 1951
under the aegis of grandson Wieland Wagner, were a
radical
departure
that
antagonized
conservative
Wagnerites. In over 50 years at the helm, Wieland's
brother Wolfgang took a pluralistic approach, with styles
and interpretations ranging from conservative to radical,
and from well-mannered to provocative. Now, in the era
of Wolfgang's daughter Katharina Wagner, the "Green
Hill" in Bayreuth has been a hub of what German's
call Regietheater- and what Americans less kindly call
"Eurotrash": directors taking liberties with the action and
often updating it, while leaving the music untouched, of
course.
Meanwhile, there are few left to be scandalized. The
crustiest old Wagnerians are a nearly extinct species.
8. The ticket issue, again: They are passed around
covertly, and always to the same people.

Not quite. Ticket packages were once distributed to
travel agencies and Wagner associations - and there
used to be closed-door performances for members of
trade unions. But no longer. German national budget
overseers saw to that. Over 60 percent of the available
tickets are now on the open market. Beginning in 2015,
half of them are sold online; this year's contingent was
sold out within four hours. Members of the Society of
Friends of the Bayreuth Festival are still given
preferential treatment. But the members of this
sponsorship organization are also expected to make
generous contributions.

The stage is no longer populated by protagonists wearing
horns, helmets and bear skins
9. Wagner's music is loud and long, and onstage they
bellow out arcane, antiquated stuff about heroes and
gods and whatnot.

That would be through five hours of "Tristan," "Parsifal"
or "Twilight of the Gods," one also experiences beautiful,
delicate and tender moments. And while Wagner's stories
derive from Germanic myths, medieval sagas and fairy
tales, the situations in them are all-too-human. These
are tales about inner and outer conflicts, hate and love,
loyalty and betrayal: thoroughly up-to-date and
understandable. And whoever gives the music a chance
may experience what Wagner meant by the "emotional

understanding" of his works. But watch out: That music
can be addictive!
Richard Wagner's house reopens to the public
The house where composer Richard Wagner once lived a museum since 1976 - has been restored, renewed and
expanded. After three years of work, it opens its doors to
visitors on July 26. Here's a sneak preview. (24.07.2015)

Opinion:
Turn down the Bayreuth hysteria

A dark sky seems to be settling over Bayreuth's Green
Hill, as Wagnerians find plenty of changes - not all of
them welcome - at this year's edition of the festival.
DW's Rick Fulker seeks to dispel some of the pessimism.
By Rick Fulker, 31.07.2014

Villa Wahnfried is the Bayreuth residence Wagner once
occupied

A cascade of boos poured forth from the Bayreuth
audience after this week's performance of "Siegfried" likely an expression of frustration at Frank Castorf's
staging of the "Ring" cycle, even though the director
himself didn't step in front of the curtain.
It must be said that storms of "boos" are almost a sign of
good breeding at Bayreuth. "I have never experienced an
audience with so much hatred, anger and vengefulness,"
said tenor Lance Ryan. "They take everything very
personally. It makes you a bit afraid, and it's just
terrible."
In the week before this edition of the festival opened,
Castorf unloaded complaints to newsmagazine "Der
Spiegel," comparing Bayreuth's management to the
communists in the former East German government and
accusing them of restricting his artistic freedom.
The morality police are hardly out in full force in
Bayreuth, though. The "Siegfried" stage has everything
from oral sex to copulating crocodiles and a loud shot
from a Kalashnikov. Meanwhile, in "Tannhäuser," St.
Elizabeth is gassed. Where is the deeper meaning? Is
there one?
There are puzzles anywhere one looks at Bayreuth this
year, including some firsts: tickets for this year's festival
were still available on opening day, and for the first time
in the 138-year festival history, a performance had to be
interrupted due to a technical malfunction. Richard
Wagner's Festspielhaus theater and his one-time
residence are both under construction. One of the festival
co-heads, Eva Wagner-Pasquier, is stepping down to
assume a mere advisory role in the future. And the
chancellor skipped the official opening, showing up only
five days later - on her personal time - wearing the same
two-piece blue suit she had on in 2013.
Is this the twilight of Bayreuth?
Chasing anarchy
The technical mishap was the result of a software error.
But the show must go on, and despite justified concern
for the safety of the singers and extras - and a rather
ugly stage design - "Tannhäuser" on opening day was a
success, at least musically.
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As for the tickets: The prices this year were upped by an
average of about 18 percent. A seat in row 25 now costs
240 euros ($322), compared with 190 euros previously.
More importantly, German federal auditors mandated
three years ago that the heavily state-funded event must
change how it distributes tickets. Closed performances
for union members and preferential treatment for
Wagner associations ended, and a portion of the tickets
were sold online this time. But some performances are
still sold out years in advance.

The Festspielhaus, its roof leaking and its exterior
crumbling, is now partially hidden behind a cloth façade.
Restoration work, beginning in 2015 and ending in 2020,
will come at a price of 30 million euros. But considering
that Richard Wagner had planned his festival theater as a
temporary facility, it seems remarkable that 138 years
later, this World Cultural Heritage site has held together
so long.
The maestro's former residence, Villa Wahnfried, is now
a hollowed out structure. The renovation work is
supposed to be finished within 12 months at a cost of 20
million euros, this too largely from public funds.
Extensive below-ground spaces have been built for the
world's most important Wagner archive, and a new
museum is set to examine a topic long brushed aside:
Bayreuth's involvement with the Nazis.
Looking ahead

DW's Rick Fulker in Bayreuth

Then the kicker: after spending time at orchestra
rehearsals, "Ring" director Frank Castorf criticized what
he felt was a much too pleasant approach to the sound.
In all seriousness: should anyone really interfere with a
conductor as excellent as Kirill Petrenko to make the
music sound less appealing and not distract from the
"anarchy" the director hopes to generate on stage? Might
Castorf had been satisfied if the technical mishap had
occurred during his production?
Sanctuaries under construction

The future sole head of the event, Katharina Wagner, has
put forth a detailed plan for the coming years.
The respected Australian director Barrie Kosky will be on
board, raising hopes for fewer gratuitous stage tricks.
Along with Christian Thielemann, perhaps the world's
pre-eminent Wagner conductor, Andris Nelsons and
Philippe Jordan - also highly in demand - will offer their
renditions of Wagner's score. The soloists will continue to
include some of the best in the field: Lance Ryan,
Catherine Foster, Eva-Maria Westbroek, Steven Gould and perhaps even Anna Netrebko. Reason enough to turn
down the hysteria surrounding this year's edition of the
festival by at least a decibel or two.
Rick Fulker is head of DW's music department and a
longstanding Bayreuth Festival attendee.
http://www.dw.com/en/opinion-turn-down-thebayreuth-hysteria/a-17823537

__________________________________________________
Will US soldiers soon be riding jet powered HOVERBOARDS into battle?

Military firm buys company behind record breaking gadget
*FlyBoard Air ditches water jets for what a jet turbine engine
*Claims to fly for about 10 minute and has a top speed of 93mph (150 km/h)
*Created by French jet ski champion, Franky Zapata, who broke the record
By MARK PRIGG FOR DAILYMAIL.COM
PUBLISHED: 08:51 EST, 23 July 2016 | UPDATED: 09:43 EST, 23 July 2016
It could lead to US soldiers soon flying into battle on
hoverboards - and hopefully a consumer board as well.
Last month, Franky Zapata stunned the world by revealing his
jet powered 'hoverboard' that could travel at 90mph (150km/h).
Now, his firm has been sold to Implant Science, a Department of
Homeland Security supplier.

Last month, Franky Zapata stunned the world by
revealing his jet powered 'hoverboard' that could travel
at 90mph (150km/h). Now, the French jet ski champion
has gone one better by smashing the world record for the
farthest flight on a hoverboard.

FLYBOARD AIR: KEY STATS
The Flyboard Air claims to allow users to fly untethered
through the sky to an incredible height of 10,000 feet.
That's equal to the height of nearly seven Empire State
buildings stacked on top of each other
It uses an 'Independent Propulsion Unit' to fly for about
10 minute and has a top speed of 93mph (150 km/h).
However, there are \no details on how Zapata controls
the Flyboard, leading many to doubt the design.
The 37-year-old recently used his Flyboard Air to travel more
than 2,252 meters (7,388ft) off the French Atlantic coastal town
of Sausset-les-Pins on Saturday.
A video shows him reaching a height of 50 meters (165ft)
above the surface in a flight that lasted just under seven
minutes.
'We are beyond excited to have visionaries like Franky Zapata
and his team on board and we are thrilled to allow for
shareholders to benefit from the many breakthrough products
he has already invented and the new innovations he will be
unveiling in coming months and years.' said Implant Sciences
president Robert Liscouski, revealing the sale.
'Implant Sciences Corporation, a leading manufacturer of
explosives trace detection (ETD) solutions for Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) applications, is pleased to announce
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the signing of a letter of intent to acquire Zapata Industries SAS
of Marseilles, France,' the firm said.
'Zapata is a profitable and debt-free company with commercial,
defense, and homeland security technology applications.'
Zapata achieved the feat on a craft developed by his company
Zapata Racing.
He also held an earlier Guinness record for doing 26 backflips
with a water jet pack in a single minute.
Speaking at a press conference following the successful attempt,
a delighted Zapata told reporters: 'This has really been a life's
work.'
Zapata's original Flyboards are popular with the likes of Justin
Bieber and Kylie Jenner - but his latest invention put Marty
McFly's hoverboard to shame.
Dubbed the FlyBoard Air, the device ditches water jets for what
appears to be a jet turbine engine - but not everyone is
convinced.

The 37-year-old used his Flyboard Air to travel more than
2,252 meters (7,388ft) off the French Atlantic coastal
town of Sausset-les-Pins on Saturday.

The Flyboard Air claims to allow users to fly untethered
through the sky to an incredible height of 10,000 feet.
That's equal to the height of nearly seven Empire State
buildings stacked on top of each other.

Zapata reached a height of 50 meters (165ft) above the
surface of the water and was in the air for just under
seven minutes.
The Flyboard Air claims to allow users to fly untethered through
the sky to an incredible height of 10,000 feet.

That's equal to the height of nearly seven Empire State buildings
stacked on top of each other.
Last month, Zapata released the first footage showing his new
Flyboard Air in action. The device uses an 'Independent
Propulsion Unit' to fly for about 10 minute and has a top speed
of 93mph (150 km/h), Zapata Racing claims.
In the video Zapata reaches a height 30 meters (98ft) above
the ground, hitting a top speed of 34mph with a flight time of 3
minutes 55 seconds.
However, The Verge points out that the video doesn't show
exactly how he takes off.
There are also no specific details on how Zapata is controlling
the Flyboard or what exactly is powering it.
The video, however, does show a joystick that appears to be
wired to the base of the device.
There is no word on when the Flyboard Air will be available for
purchase, or if it will ever be released to the public.
A Guinness World Records official was on hand for the flight
which beat the previous record of 275.9 meters (905ft) by
Canadian Catlin Alexandru Duru last year.
And prior to the record-breaking attempt, the system had its
sceptics.
Yoni Heisler writing in BGR.com says: 'The video is undoubtedly
incredible, but sad to say that there's no way that this can be
real, right?'
'I mean, the laws of physics simply won't allow it.'
In a comment accompanying the video, Zapata Racing writes:
'The Independent Propulsion Unit represents 4 years of hard
work for a result exceeding all records.
'Although the UFO is still in prototype phase and won't be on the
market in 2016, it has exactly the same behavior as the WFD
Flyboard Pro Series.'
Zapata has yet to respond to DailyMail.com to comment on the
device.
Franky Zapata amazed the world in 2011 with the release of his
Flyboard, which uses a water jetpack to propel users into the
air.
Around 200 people watched Zapata complete the record-setting
ride on Saturday at Sausset-les-Pins
Speaking at a press conference following the successful attempt,
a delighted Franky told reporters: 'This has really been a life's
work.' Pictured is Zepata with his child, who watched the event
In a comment accompanying the video, Zapata Racing writes:
'The Independent Propulsion Unit represents 4 years of hard
work for a result exceeding all records. 'Although the UFO is still
in prototype phase and won't be on the market in 2016, it has
exactly the same behavior as the WFD Flyboard Pro Series'
An earlier video shows a joystick that appears to be wired to the
base of the device. Zapata Racing, however, has not released
specific details about how the device is controlled
This latest $2,675 (£1,577) version features a skateboardshaped craft that will enable the rider to perform tricks,
including somersaults and spins.
The device can get up to 16mph as it 'surfs' in mid-air.
Zapata isn't the only one trying to create Back to the Futurestyle hoverboards.
Last year, Canadian inventor Alexandru Duru set the world
record for longest continuous flight on his custom-built
hoverboard.
Gliding 275.9m (905ft 2in), or the length of two football fields,
across the surface of Lake Ouareau in Quebec, Duru earned
himself a spot in the Guinness Book of World Records.
During the video Duru can be seen hovering around 16ft above
the surface of the lake, which is much higher than Marty ever
achieved in the film franchise.
Zapata's latest device went to almost twice that height, but it
remains to be seen how it really works.
*http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article370416
1/Will-soldiers-soon-riding-jet-powered-HOVERBOARDSbattle-Military-firm-buys-company-record-breakinggadget.html

___________________________________________________
…from the archives… especiall for Monika Schaefer … so, what’s new?

THE PRACTICE OF RITUAL DEFAMATION
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How Values, Opinions and Beliefs are controlled in Democratic Societies
By Laird Wilcox, 1990
Defamation is the destruction or attempted destruction of
victim has school children, they may be taunted and
reputation, status, character or standing in the
ridiculed as a consequence of adverse publicity. If he is
community of a person or group of persons by wrongful,
employed, he may be fired from his job.
unfair, or malicious speech or publication. For the
8. Anyone who defends a victim runs the risk of being
purpose of this essay, the central element is defamation
associated with him and similarly defamed. Even if their
in retaliation for the real or imagined attitude, opinions
own reputation is beyond question, their judgment or
or beliefs of the victim, with the intention of silencing
involvement with the victim may become an issue. Often,
them and neutralizing his or her influence, and/or
the victim of a ritual defamation becomes isolated and
making an example of them so as to discourage similar
abandoned.
independence and “insensitivity” or non-observance of
9. Any explanation the victim may offer, including the
taboos. It is different in nature and degree from simple
claim of being misunderstood, is considered irrelevant.
criticism or disagreement in that it is aggressive,
To claim truth as a defence is interpreted as
organized and skilfully applied, often by an organization
unrepentance and only compounds the problem. Ritual
or representative of a special interest group, and in that
defamation is not necessarily an offence of being wrong
it consists of several characteristic elements.
or incorrect, but rather “insensitivity” and failing to
“Ritual” defamation is not ritualistic because it neither
observe social taboos.
follows any prescribed religious or mystical doctrine nor
10. Many victims succumb early on and go through a
is it embraced in any particular scripture. Rather, it is
“confessional” stage complete with apologies and
ritualistic because it follows a predictable, stereotyped
remorse. They may even denounce friends associated
pattern which embraces a number of typical elements, as
with the forbidden values, opinions and beliefs, or claim
in a ritual.
that they were “duped”, as was the case with many
The Elements of a Ritual Defamation are these:
suspected “subversives” during the McCarthy era. If the
1. In a ritual defamation the victim must have violated a
charges against them involved “morals”, they may claim
particular taboo in some way, usually by expressing or
stress or mental illness as a defense.
identifying with a forbidden attitude, opinion or belief. It
11. The viciousness of ritual defamation is inspired not
is not necessary that he “do” anything about it or
merely by revenge, although that is an important factor,
undertake any course of action, only that he engages in
but also to create an example so others will know of the
some form of communication or expression.
savaging they can expect for stepping out of line. Ritual
2. The method of attack in a ritual defamation is to assail
defamation is an important means of social control.
the character of the victim, and never to offer more than
12. An interesting aspect of ritual defamation is its
a perfunctory challenge to the particular attitudes,
universality. It is not specific to any particular value,
opinions or beliefs expressed or implied. Character
opinion or belief or to any group or subculture. It may be
assassination is its primary tool.
used either for or against any political, ethnic or religious
3. And important rule is to avoid engaging in honest
minority and also by any political, ethnic or religious
debate over the truthfulness or reasonableness of what
minority.
has been expressed, only condemn it. To debate opens
13. Ritual defamation often appears in paradoxical
the issue up for examination and discussion on its merit,
forms, as in the case of organizations claiming to oppose
which is just what the ritual defamer is trying to avoid.
defamation itself, even using the term “anti-defamation”
The primary goal is Censorship and Repression.
in their name. Psychologically, this may represent a
4. The victim is very often someone in the public eye,
projective mechanism, in which the organization
although perhaps only in a modest way. It could be a
attempts to camouflage its own propensities in the form
school teacher, a writer, a businessman, a minor official,
of an official myth, a kind of agreed-upon fiction that
or merely an outspoken citizen. Visibility enhances
perfumes its actual activities, which are often
vulnerability to ritual defamation.
transparently evident from its publications.
5. An attempt, often successful, is made to involve
14. The power of ritual defamation lies entirely in its
others in the defamation. In the case of a public official,
capacity to intimidate. It embraces some elements of
other public officials will be urged to denounce the
primitive superstitious belief, as in a “curse” or “hex”. It
offender. In the case of a student, other students will be
also plays on the subconscious fear most people have of
called upon, and so on.
being rejected by the “tribe” and being cut off from social
6. In order for a ritual defamation to be effective, the
and psychological support systems. Only the truly
victim must be dehumanized to the extent that he
courageous and independent person can withstand the
becomes identical with the offending attitude, opinion or
full force of a ritual defamation, and occasionally they
belief, and in a manner which distorts it to the point
may even survive such an attempt relatively unscathed.
where it appears at its most extreme. For example, a
15. The weak points of ritual defamation lie in its
victim who is defamed as a “subversive” will be identified
tendency towards overkill and in its rather transparent
with the worst images of subversion, such as espionage
maliciousness. Occasionally, a ritual defamation will fail
or treason. A victim defamed as a “pervert” will be
because of inadequate planning and failure to correctly
identified with the worst images of perversion, including
estimate the vulnerability of the victim. Ritual defamers
child molestation. A victim defamed as a “racist” or “Antioften exhibit extensive projective mechanisms and
Semitic” will be identified with the worst images of
delusions of persecution themselves. Although it may
racism or anti-Semitism, such as lynching’s or gas
appear to be an offensive manoeuvre, it’s actually quite
chambers, and so on.
defensive in nature. As Eric Hoffer said: ‘You can
7. Also to be successful, a ritual defamation must bring
discover what your enemy fears most by observing the
pressure and humiliation from every quarter, including
means he uses to frighten you’.
family and friends, who may begin to shun him. If the
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16. Paradoxically, a ritual defamation often brings about
history. In democratic societies it has become a favourite
the very values, opinions and beliefs that it condemns, as
tool of special interest groups to vilify and neutralize
in a self-fulfilling prophecy. It enhances paranoia and
their critics and opponents.
hatred and generally serves to divide and alienate. It
It is important to recognize and identify the pattern of a
hardens positions and polarizes a situation as nothing
ritual defamation and call attention to it whenever the
else can. A person accused of supporting a particular
opportunity presents itself. Ritual defamation is
belief may find themselves propelled into that position.
accomplished entirely through the manipulation of
Politically, for example, it’s quite effective in creating
language and symbols, and when one understands that
rebels and dissidents. It has been used in various forms
then it becomes recognized for the hypocritical,
by dictatorships and totalitarian systems all through
slanderous assault on human dignity that it really is.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Conspiracy, coincidence, or merely bureaucratic stuff-up?
Subtle Elimination Process

By Fredrick Töben, 24 September 2002
Throughout my wanderings I met a number of individuals
Sir Douglas concluded his analysis with a timeless
who have impressed me by their candid, fearless and
warning: 'Such state of affairs is the antithesis of
democratic processes and places the society in imminent
refreshingly honest approach to life. They had
danger.'
constructed for themselves a world view within which I
It is in this sense that I personally ask: Where are our
could breathe easy. There was no envy, no excessive
present-day Wrights?
pursuit of any material possessions, but a determined
***
will to see that justice and mercy prevailed. They were
no angels either, but they had not lost their humanity,
PS: 2 August 2016:
something I find so lacking in those individuals who now
‘Everything is political & everything is religious’, is
a statement made by a Teheran student when Fredrick Toben
attempt to silence me because I seem to pose a threat to
last visited Iran, and this spells out the existing atmosphere
their held world-view.
surrounding ritual defamation. This process is clearly revealed in
Interestingly, the following Australians all topped that
action during the recent clash between former Prime Minister,
proverbial three score and ten years by another decade
Kevin Rudd, and current PM Malcolm Turnbull, which the
at least, and remained mentally alert until they passed
following illustrates so well.
on.
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Sir James Darling was an educator who practised what
Rejected Kevin Rudd’s ‘deep dark secret’
he preached; Sir Edward Barber was a practising
legal eagle whose sense of justice and compassion
benefited many individuals. It was Sir Edward who
managed to get a small settlement for the then widow of
former University of Tasmania philosophy lecturer, S S
Orr; Sir Douglas Wright was a man whose moral and
intellectual integrity remained in-tact.
When in September 1990, The University of Melbourne
Gazette, celebrated its own Sir Douglas, I wrote the
following:
"In 1961 Sir Douglas Wright wrote a Prologue to the
Kevin Rudd speaks to Young Labor members in
disturbing W H C Eddy book Orr. This Prologue has
Queensland.
provided many victims of conspiracies with much-needed
The Australian
moral support because it offers a succinct analysis of this
12:00AM August 2, 2016
subtle elimination process.
Sir Douglas identified its elements thus:
1. Defame the victim's professional competence, mental
balance, truthfulness, etc.
2. Reward collaborators from the victim's group.
3. Weld together the pack of prosecutors.
JOE KELLY, Political reporter, @joekellyoz
4. Proclaim authority of the corporation.
A rejected Kevin Rudd warned a group of young Labor members
5. Spread defamation through the victim's personal links
their political dreams could “turn to s..t” as he described
and loyalties.
Malcolm Turnbull as a brick wall standing in the way of his quest
to make a difference on the international stage.
6. Isolate the victim by giving him the silent treatment.
The two-time prime minister and former foreign minister made
7. Usually this leads to the victim's resignation which is
the comments as he addressed Young Labor members at a
taken as proof of guilt. Dismissal occurs if the victim
branch meeting in Brisbane on Saturday, 24 hours after the
refuses to resign.
Prime Minister announced he would not nominate Mr Rudd for
8. A strong victim highlights the moral standards of
the position of UN secretary-general.
society.
“When you inevitably, some of you, start to engage in a formal
9. People in authority perpetuate their own types
political process, I have got a very deep, dark secret for you,”
because no one wishes to be shamed by his successor.
Mr Rudd told members of the Gardens Point branch.
“Sometimes it will turn to s..t and sometimes it won’t work out
10. Employees are as courageous as their security of
perfectly. I have had a modest experience in this, just a little bit
livelihood and reputation permits.
around the edges, including yesterday. It’s part of the collective
11. A governing body of an institution devoted to truth
scar tissue of life. Unless you are confident about the values
and justice is corrupt if it obstructs enquiry into its
that you stand for ... you’ve got to have that to hang on to
stewardship.
when you get thrown into one of the brick walls of life.
Otherwise you’re just cut to bits.”
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His comments were filmed at the meeting and posted on the
Facebook page of candidate Pat O’Neill, who failed in his bid to
wrest the seat of Brisbane from the LNP at last month’s election.
The Australian can also reveal that former Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade secretary Peter Varghese had been a
strong voice opposing Mr Rudd’s nomination.
MORE: Greens on track for nine senators
MORE: Q&A: Rudd move gutsy or weak?
Mr Turnbull yesterday accused Mr Rudd of skewing their private
discussions in three damaging letters and rejected claims he
personally encouraged the former Labor prime minister’s
aspirations on the UN’s top job. The Rudd letters were released
on Friday and suggested the Prime Minister had fuelled Mr
Rudd’s hopes on many occasions — including on the encrypted
messaging service Wickr — that he was “as one” with Julie
Bishop in backing his candidacy.
Mr Turnbull hit back on ABC radio, saying he told Mr Rudd at a
meeting on December 23 in Sydney, which was attended by his
chief of staff Drew Clarke, that the question of his nomination
for UN secretary-general would be decided by cabinet and that
this would be a difficult decision.
He stressed this meeting took place three months before the
government received a formal request to provide a nomination
and attacked Mr Rudd’s version of the December 23 meeting —
in which Mr Turnbull was said to have provided his support — as
“absolutely untrue”.
“I made it very clear to him that it was a matter for the cabinet.
It would be a difficult political decision. And he was given no
assurance that he would get the answer he sought,” Mr Turnbull
said.
The two men also had a telephone call on May 2 — the day before the crucial election-eve budget — which turned into a
bitter row.
“I had a very frank discussion with him in May, which was the
discussion I had with him after he formally applied ... He was

told in May, when I spoke to him, that it was my judgment that
the cabinet would not support his nomination and that I would
not. I explained why,” Mr Turnbull said.
“You have to be satisfied that they are well suited to the role.
My judgment was that he was not.”
Mr Turnbull also took aim at Mr Rudd’s character, accusing him
of deliberately preparing the letters with the intention of
releasing them publicly.
“It says a lot about Mr Rudd that, quite some time after the
event, he would seek to present account of them. In
correspondence he would write to me with the clear intention of
subsequently releasing it.”
Mr Turnbull also said it was wrong to “assume” the formal advice from DFAT endorsed Mr Rudd for the role but declined to
elaborate on the processes of recommendations of the
department in arriving at this position.
Scott Morrison, pressed on the issue yesterday on 2GB radio,
downplayed the matter. “Frankly the most important issue in
Australia at the moment is not Kevin — never was, never was
going to be,” he said.
A spokeswoman for Mr Rudd last night said the letters were
released in response to multiple requests for comment regarding
“claims being made by the Prime Minister’s Office, including that
Mr Turnbull had never shown Mr Rudd support”.
“Mr Turnbull has still failed to explain his reason for changing his
position towards Mr Rudd’s UN secretary-general nomination.
“Nor has he explained the grounds for ignoring the professional
advice of DFAT, which has been revealed today found Mr Rudd
eminently qualified to run for the UN’s top job and a better
candidate than previous holders of the office.”
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/nationalaffairs/foreig
naffairs/rejectedkevinruddsdeepdarksecret/newsstory/9
d1252aea885afdd6573392bcd730d2c

________________________________________________
Opinion
Talking Point:
Lefties are launching strikes on liberty in schools and churches
MORGAN BEGG, June 17, 2016 11:31pm

Whether in church, school or commerce, religious organisation
should be able to organise their affairs in accordance with their
beliefs.
The Green-Left presents itself as the tolerant brand of politics.
In reality, it only tolerates government interference with our
freedom.
The latest display of the radical Left’s illiberal tendencies was
the Greens’ announcement to expand anti-discrimination laws to
extinguish the few carve outs made for religious liberty.
At its core, this progressive elite, intellectually authoritarian in
nature, has decided how we should act, what we can say, what
we can believe. They will use the force of law to ensure
compliance.
You want freedom to debate the definition of marriage? Don’t do
it in Tasmania, where writing an innocuous booklet in defence of
the definition of the law will be caught under the state antidiscrimination laws. A recent attempt to silence the Catholic
Archbishop of Hobart was dropped not because of a defect in the
law, but because the Leftist advocate withdrew the complaint.
Likewise, the subjective definition of offensive speech under
section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act captures any
discussion tangentially related to race. A case before the Federal
Court about Facebook comments from 2013 is an embarrassing
farce, but highlights how insidious section 18C is.
If you have said anything remotely sceptical about climate
change, you might be targeted by campus authoritarians. Look
no further than the hysterical response last year from academics

and students to Bjorn Lomborg’s proposed multi-million dollar
Consensus Centre at an Australian university. Lomborg agrees
humans cause global warming, but his views were deemed too
dangerous for Australian students.
This is a taste of what has happened in the past 12 months to
chill freedom of speech. Now, these intellectual authoritarians
have turned their attention to religious groups. Two weeks ago,
the Greens announced they would lobby for removal of religious
exemptions in anti-discrimination laws. The ALP National
Platform sympathetically states that “Labor believes that no
faith, no religion, no set of beliefs should ever be used as an
instrument of division or exclusion.”
Opposition Leader Bill Shorten said last week that while federal
Labor is “not interested in telling religious organisations how to
run their faith-based organisations” they “haven’t seen the case
made to make change.” Expect to see that case suddenly be
made if such changes are the price of Greens support for Labor
legislation in the Senate.
Anti-discrimination laws are top-down attempts to regulate how
people associate with one another in public, such as how we
speak and act in the workplace and in trade and commerce.
Business owners who have religious convictions are not spared
the effect of these laws. This is why Christian florists, bakers
and photographers are dragged before overseas courts for
opting not to participate commercially in same-sex wedding
ceremonies. Expect the same to happen if marriage is redefined
here.
The fact that a sliver of liberty has been granted to faith-based
groups is hardly representative of the pernicious influence of
organised religion in lawmaking. It’s just politicians have been
unwilling to directly attack the liberties of churches. Until now.
It is a fundamental principle of religious liberty that members of
a religious community can come together to exercise common
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religious beliefs. Whether in church, school or commerce,
religious organisation should be able to organise their affairs in
accordance with their beliefs.
Intellectual authoritarians would presume to tell religious
schools who they can hire and who they can admit as students.
But these schools have an interest in providing a platform for
strengthening the faith of their communities.
Compelling faith-based schools to admit students or employ
people who do not share their faith inevitably diminishes the
religious character of those schools. This erodes their ability to
immerse students in a religious experience as expected by
parents.
Those on the Left believe they are balancing two equal kinds of
rights: the right of people to exercise their liberty, and the right
of others to be free from discrimination. This is a mythical
comparison.
Religious liberty requires government not to interfere. For
churches, that means you can keep male-only ordination, or
establish schools so that service families that belong to a
particular faith. Likewise, individuals are free to join or avoid
these organisations as they like.
On the other hand, the right to be free from discrimination
requires the government to step in and force compliance. That’s
not a right, that’s a special privilege. And the thing about a
special privilege is they are weapons to be used by the
perpetually aggrieved. The intellectual authoritarians of the Left
seek to use this against churches. Pray they don’t get it.
Morgan Begg is a research scholar at the Institute of
Public Affairs in Melbourne.
Comments
GrahamJun 26, 2016

This is the best article I This the best article I have ever read in
the Mercury.
Well done for telling the truth like it is.
Mind you, what has been said here about the Greens is only the
tip of the iceberg concerning what is truly the foundation of their
distorted view of life.
I call them the death party. They would destroy all that is good,
from the unborn to the elderly and every part of normal,
productive human activity in between. I speak of marriage,
sexual relations, education, even the environment they claim to
protect.
The greens have caused so much damage to TASMANIA in the
past, along with Labor. To vote either of them in next week is to
show one does not care at all for this beautiful State and its
people.
Fredrick Jun 18, 2016
When Launceston's Mrs Olga Scully was dragged before the
Human Rights Commission- Federal Court during the 1990s
under Section 18C because she refuses to subscribe to the
official Holocaust narrative, she warned at the impending
destruction of what free expression we still have in Australia.
Her topic that got her into trouble was the "Holocaust" - and few
people would support her fight to decriminalize matters
concerning this and other topics, such as discussing the moral
imperatives contained in Talmud.
You will note that even the author of the above article will not
mention this topic for fear of being labelled an "antisemite", a
"Holocaust denier", or a "racist".
http://www.themercury.com.au/news/opinion/talkingpoint-lefties-are-launching-strikes-on-liberty-in-schoolsandchurches/newsstory/816e0d38a5a4a749eb24db5603
52e6a3
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