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A Life-affirming World View: National Socialism, for Germanics only?

Adolf Hitler, one of the greatest Freedom fighters of the 20th century!

***
There are two Hitlers.
1. the real one, a National Socialist
2. the illusion, the Nazi, a projection of Ashkanazis onto their enemy.
That’s why they have no limits throwing dirt at the illusion because they are talking about themselves
and the Goyim believe it.

***
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HOLOCAUST GASSING ALLEGATION IS AN EXPRESSION OF HATRED AGAINST GERMANS
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HOLOCAUST ALLEGATIONS EXPRESS HATRED AGAINST GERMANS
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HOMICIDAL GASSING ALLEGATION IS HATRED AGAINST GERMANS
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HOLOCAUST GASSING ALLEGATION IS HATRED AGAINST GERMANS
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HOLOCAUST GASSING ALLEGATION IS HATRED AGAINST GERMANS

http://www.totalfascism.com/adolf-hitler-39-pictures-of-the-eternal-mythic-avatar-of-freedom-truth-and-justice/
Note, there is a difference between fascism and National Socialism!

______________________________________________________________________________
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MEET THE MAN WHO
STARTED WORLD WAR
II
By Mike King

Marshal Edward SmiglyRydz
As regular readers well know by now, the ultimate
culprits behind the disaster of World War II were the
high-level masters of the New World Order crime gang
(Rothschild, Rockefeller, Sulzberger, Baruch et al), and
their skilled operational henchmen of the political world
(FDR, Churchill, Daladier, Stalin et al). By the way, this is
the same self-perpetuating crime syndicate now agitating
for confrontation against Syria, Iran and ultimately
Russia and China. Same game; new players, long story.
But the one thing this dirty gang could never have
accomplished by themselves was to trigger the actual
war. As even the most geographically illiterate Boobus
Americanus or Boobus Europithicus should know,
neither the US, nor the USSR, and nor the UK shared a

common border from which to make mayhem against
Hitler's Germany.
France does share a border with Germany, but when
Hitler permanently renounced any claims to the disputed
Alsace-Lorraine region in 1935, a possible flash-point
between the two rivals was diffused forever.
Another potential trigger was diffused in 1938 when the
Munich Agreement - since dubbed by propagandists and
ignoramus parrots alike as "Neville Chamberlain's
appeasement" - fairly settled the German-Czech dispute
to the mutual benefit of Czechs, Slovaks and Germans.
Nor was Germany bound to any dangerous entangling
alliances, as it had been prior to World War I when the
Reich
was committed to
fight
alongside AustriaHungary after the Russians and French began mobilizing
against that nation.

Hitler's skillful and honest diplomacy resolved the Alsace-Lorraine dispute to France's favor,
and the Sudetenland problem to the benefit of all parties.

Left: with UK's Neville Chamberlain, Right: with Daladier of France
Unfortunately,neither Daladier nor Chamberlain would be strong enough to hold back the continued pressure from the
warmongering factions around and above them.
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In November of 1938, the U.S. mid-term Congressional
elections dealt a crushing blow to Franklin Delano
Roosevelt's Democrat Party. With America still reeling
from the decade-long Great Depression, absent some
foreign "crisis", it appeared that the failed two-term
President would not be able to seek a third term (He
ultimately held office until his death in 1945). It should
be noted that at this hard time in American history,
prosperous Germany was enjoying full employment, a
strong currency, the Autobahn, the Volkswagen, and a
happy
reconciliation
between
labor
and
the
entrepreneurial class. But I digress.
Even the claims of Jewish persecution in Germany were
no longer valid. Though the dominant Jewish elite had in
large measure been stripped of high positions in finance,
press, government, law and academia, the truth was, the
330,000 Jews who remained in Hitler's Germany were
unmolested and actually quite prosperous. Indeed, after

anti-Jewish riots broke out following the 1938 Paris
murder of a German diplomat by a deranged Polish Jew,
it was Hitler himself who, via Goebbels, immediately
issued an Emergency Order for the anti-Jewish violence
(since exaggerated in scope) to cease.
And so, by 1939, the New World Order crime syndicate
and the British & French chauvinists had nearly run out
of all options and all propaganda pretexts for instigating
another war against peaceful and prosperous Germany,
as they had done in 1914. The last hopes for starting the
war to re-enslave Germany rested on the shoulders of
one man, and one man only. His name was Edward
Smigly-Rydz; the criminal fool who started World War
II. As is to be expected, his name is virtually unknown
outside of Poland. It's high-time this dirty, rotten, egomaniacal scoundrel gets the posthumous "credit" he so
richly deserves.

After Germany was essentially tricked into laying down
her arms and surrendering during World War I, its west
Prussian territory was carved out, given to the new state
of Poland, and, for the most part, "ethnically cleansed" of
Germans. The German port city of Danzig was declared a
"free city" and forbidden from rejoining Germany. East

Prussia remained part of Germany but was left isolated
from the mainland. This illogical and immoral
configuration, and the anti-German abuses which were to
take place within the "Polish Corridor", would serve as
the perfect trip-wire for setting off a new war against
Germany.

A Tale of Two Marshals
Born and known as Edward Rydz, the young army
commander served in the Polish legions of AustroHungarian Empire during World War I.

Pilsudski (l) and Smigly-Rydz fought for Polish statehood.

He later became one of the leaders of a Polish
independence movement that sought to establish a
Polish state carved from the Polish majority areas of
Austria-Hungary and Russia. Smigly, by appointment of
Marshal Jozef Pilsudski, became commander of the

Polish Military Organization and adopted the 'nom de
guerre' of "Smigly" (Fast or Agile). He later added
'Smigly' as an integral part to his surname, which tells us
something about his ego. His self-promoting renaming is
similar to that of Loseb Jugashvili, who later took the
name "Stalin" - Man of Steel.
As a Brigadier, Smigly commanded armies during the
Polish-Soviet War which followed World War I. The treaty
which ended that war, the Peace of Riga, divided the
disputed territories between the relatively new state of
Poland and the new Soviet Union (fka Russian Empire).
Marshal Pilsudski would go on to become Poland's head
of State until his death in 1935. It is important to note
that Hitler and Pilsudski were on good terms. Pilsudski
had actually congratulated Hitler on winning the 1933
elections, and the German-Polish Non-Aggression
Pact was signed just 10 months after Hitler came to
power. According to the Pact, both countries pledged to
resolve their problems through bilateral negotiations and
to forgo armed conflict.
Just before his death, Pilsudski re-emphasized that
Poland should maintain neutral relations with Germany.
The death of Pilsudki proved to be a great loss for
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Germany - a fact which Hitler himself expressed during
the closing days of World War II.

Hitler attends a Berlin Memorial Service held in honor of
Pilsudski, whom he respected greatly.

Pilsudski and his Foreign Minister Beck (left) make peace
with German Minister for Propaganda & Public
Enlightenment,
Joseph
Goebbels,
and
German
Ambassador to Poland, von Moltke.

A Dictatorship Without a Dictator
Following Pilsudski's death, Smigly-Rydz became General
Inspector of the Armed Forces. From that point on,
Smigly was rapidly elevated. In 1936, he was awarded
the title of "Second Man in the State after the President",
by the Polish prime minister. Later that year, he was
promoted to the rank of Marshal of Poland. Smigly's
carefully crafted image as Pilsudski's anointed successor
alienated many of Pilsudski's supporters, who saw him as
a shameless self-promoter.

The period of Smigly's rule, 1935–39, was often referred
to as "a dictatorship without a dictator". But he lacked
the moral authority of the beloved Pilsudski, and many
Poles were divided over their new de-facto dictator. The
regime became increasingly authoritarian. This was
illustrated by the creation of the Ozon movement, whose
objective was to build a popular mass movement that
would transform the tin-pot dictator into "Poland's
second great leader" (after Pilsudski himself). Several of
Poland's senior politicians made a point of distancing
themselves
from
this
phony
"grass-roots"
cult
movement.

Smigly-Rydz: always decorated like a Christmas
tree and talking big.
In addition to being authoritarian, and not all that
popular among his own people, the pompous Marshal
had grandiose delusions of restoring the old Polish
Empire of 1569-1795, in territories which had long since
been devoid of Polish inhabitants (Baltic States, Ukraine,
Belarus, Czechoslovakia and Prussian Germany). To that
end, Smigly's gang embarked on a campaign of
aggressive intimidation and forced annexation.
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Dreams of restoring Poland's long gone Empire danced in 'Emperor' Smigly's mind
*

Smigly-Rydz Strong-Arms Lithuania & Czechoslovakia
In March of 1938, Smigly issued an ultimatum to the tiny
Baltic State of Lithuania. Lithuania had refused to have
any diplomatic relations with Poland after 1920,
protesting the annexation of the Vilnius Region by the
new Polish state. The ultimatum demanded that
Lithuania unconditionally agree to establish diplomatic
ties with Poland within 48 hours, and that the terms be
finalized within two weeks. The establishment of
diplomatic relations would mean a renunciation of
Lithuanian claims to the region containing its historic
capital, Vilnius.

things, so the West "held its nose" and tolerated Smigly's
antics.
Later that same year, Smigly made a similar bold move
against the Czech government when he took advantage
of the Sudetenland Crisis to demand a portion of Zaolzie
and some other smaller areas. The Czechs were
powerless to stop the forced annexations. Again, the
"democratic" West shook its head in dismay, but held its
tongue.

Lithuania and Czechoslovakia were both strongarmed by 'Emperor' Smigly.
Tiny Lithuania, preferring peace to war, accepted bullyboy Smigly's ultimatum and conditions. Had Lithuania
stood firm, it's quite possible that Stalin would have used
the ensuing war as pretext to take the Baltic States
(which he eventually did in 1940) and start the 2nd
Polish-Soviet war. Such was the recklessness of Marshal
Smigly.
Many in the "democratic" West, including, ironically, the
anti-German New York Times, expressed dismay over
Poland's militaristic bullying of Lithuania; a development
so dangerous that it caused jitters among Wall Street
investors. (here) But in the end, it was generally
understood that Poland would be needed for bigger

Uninvited, Polish tanks roll into annexed Zaolzie. A
few Polish flags are visible, but the people don't
seem too excited.
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Smigly the Tyrant Eyes Danzig
In addition to the expansionist foreign policy, the Polish
military junta was infamous for suppressing ethnic
minorities living within its new borders. Indeed, during
the 20-year history of the League of Nations, literally

hundreds of formal complaints were submitted by
German and other ethnic minorities trapped in the stolen
lands now controlled by ultra-Nationalist Poland.

Smigly was not content with the possession and ethnic cleansing of stolen western Prussia. He also wanted control
over the beautiful "free city" of German Danzig (today known as Gdansk, Poland) and eventually all of eastern Prussia
too.

In 1939, supported from 'behind the scenes' by elements
in the UK, France, and the US (yes, Roosevelt was deeply
involved!), Smigly-Rydz was encouraged to ignore
Hitler's sincere and generous proposals for resolving the
bizarre and hated partition of Prussia that had caused
tension ever since the end of World War I. At one
point, Hitler had even agreed to give up claims to
western Prussia in exchange for the return of
Danzig and a 1-mile wide highway - railway
passage linking Germany to eastern Prussia.
Underestimating Germany's resolve, overestimating
Poland's power, and foolishly trusting in the western
intriguers who were manipulating his bloated imperialistic
ego, Smigly ignored Hitler's offers and ratcheted up the
abuse of Germans trapped in western Prussia and
Danzig. The suffering of the Prussian Germans is not
"Nazi propaganda". It is historical fact which the West's
"court historians" have purposely edited out of their
Orwellian history books.

Red "partisans", as well as other Polish ultranationalists, had been salivating at the prospect of
triggering a Western "holy war" against Germany ever
since 1933.

The torture-mutilation-massacre at Bromberg occurred
just 2 days after the liberating Germans arrived in
western Prussia. The brutality of the mass killing gives an
indication of the type of abuse that innocent Germans,
trapped in Poland, had been suffering while Smigly
"looked the other way".

Believing that the western powers were truly behind him,
the cowardly Smigly 'stood down' and allowed
predominantly Jewish-Bolshevik terror gangs to attack
innocent Germans; both within "Prussian Poland" and
inside of German border towns as well. These gangs of

Again, Smigly coveted the "free city" of Danzig (98%
German) and wished to eventually annex all of eastern
Prussia. Step by step Smigly plotted the restoration of an
empire that was long gone, an Empire which even his
own people didn't want. A man blinded by such ambition
was easy pickings for the British - those undisputed
historical masters of foreign intrigue - and also for the
cunning Roosevelt and the Jewish operatives that
surrounded him.
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By August of 1939, Germany had exhausted all efforts to
Smigly refused, stating that: "there is no guarantee that
reason with Smigly's gang. The British and French urged
the Soviets will really take active part in the war;
Smigly to allow the Soviet Army to march westward, in
furthermore, once having entered Polish territory, they
the event that war should break out with Germany.
will never leave it".
***

Smigly-Rydz Forces Hitler's Hand

On September 1, 1939, after all German attempts to
reason with Poland, France and Britain had failed, and
after the Polish military, at the urging of Britain, went on
full mobilization, the Germans invaded Poland and
liberated Danzig. On September 7, along with most of
the government, Smigly ran from Warsaw as it came
under
attack. The
immediate
counter-attack
promised by Poland's French and British "allies"
never materialized.
Unbeknownst to the blinded idiot Smigly, the Allies had
no such plans and fully expected not only the fall of
Poland, but the entry of Stalin's hordes. The Allies only
interest was to have an excuse to declare war upon
Germany, and then wait for Stalin to attack
Germany from the east, necessarily having to
pass through Poland. Stalin was indeed ready to
pounce on a distracted Poland, but his move against
Germany was to be on his time-table, not that of the
Allies.

The Allies continued to ignore Hitler's impassioned pleas
for peace and would spend the next eight months
plotting Scandinavian-based maneuvers and deploying a
massive mechanized fighting force in northern France, in
anticipation of invading Germany via Belgium and
Holland, sometime in the spring of 1940.
The rest, as they say, is history.

Once Smigly-Rydz had given Britain and France the
phony pretext needed to declare war against
Germany, he was given his 15 minutes of fame and
then "thrown under the bus".

***

The Allies Abandon Smigly – Stalin Finishes Poland
Smigly's ego-maniacal pipe-dream of a new Polish
Empire was further crippled when the opportunistic Stalin
attacked Poland from the east on September 17th; an
invasion which Britain & France, in spite of their
"defense guarantees" to Poland, said nothing
about! Having picked a fight with one superpower,
Germany; and thus exposing Poland to invasion from
another, the Soviet Union; Smigly-Rydz sealed his
county's doom. His criminal stupidity enabled the
brutal butchers of the Soviet NKVD to round up and
execute 10,000 of his Polish Army officers at Katyn
Forest.
Rather than choosing an honorable punishment for the
disastrous folly which he drove Poland into - such as
suicide or at least surrendering to the humane Germans the coward Smigly fled to Romania. Like a true narcissist
egomaniac, he deflected any and all blame for the

disaster that he and he alone engineered, later stating
from his Romanian hideout:
"Cost of construction of modest fortifications along our
western border was equivalent to 18-month budget of
Poland, and at the same time, we were working on
fortifications in the East. A modest armament plan was up
to 5 billion zlotys. What was I supposed to do? I am not
an economist.

We began partial mobilization in the spring 1939. The
nation hated it, more than 1000 Silesians deserted
to Germany. We were unable to keep Poland mobilized
for so long, we could not afford it."
Pathetic! Smigly admitted that Poland was ill-equipped
for war; that the nation itself did not want war; that the
Soviets posed a threat from the East; and that Poland
could not afford the cost of war. And yet, he purposely
pissed in Hitler's face and eagerly rushed head-long into
war anyway!
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In defense of the accusation of cowardice in regard to his
flight, Smigly issued more prideful excuses:
"They say that I am a coward. I had three options: to
surrender, to kill myself, and to be captured. It was
impossible to fight, as I had only half a company of
soldiers with me. To kill myself meant failure."

"To kill myself meant failure", eh Smigly? That would be
like the captain of the Titanic abandoning the ship that
he helped to carelessly destroy, sneaking onto one of the
limited lifeboats, and later declaring, "To have stayed on
the ship would have meant failure." As it went, Captain

Smith stayed on the Titanic and shot himself as the ship
went down.
In light of what Smigly's folly enabled the Soviet
butchers to do to his officers at Katyn Forest, the pain of
remorse alone should have driven him to suicide; but
that's assuming Smigly was any kind of a decent or
honorable man. Clearly, he was not. Smigly-Rydz would
return to Poland in 1941 to work with the Polish
underground. He was said to have died of "heart failure"
just a few weeks later; or did some of his fellow Poles
repay him for his folly?

Had Smigly followed the late Marshal Pilsudski's advice and remained on friendly terms with Germany,
the Soviet invasion and the Katyn Forest massacre of his officer corps would never have happened.

***
Hitler Exposes Smigly
During his speech to liberated Danzig in 1939,
Hitler addressed Smigly's folly:
"No power on earth would have borne this condition as
long as Germany. I do not know what England would
have said about a similar peace solution (Versailles) at
its expense or how America or France would have
accepted it. I attempted to find a solution - a tolerable
solution - even for this problem. I submitted this attempt
to the Polish rulers in the form of verbal proposals. You
know these proposals. They were more than moderate.
I do not know what mental condition the Polish
Government was in when it refused these
proposals."
In that same speech, Hitler goes on to speak of Smigly's
cowardice:
"The Polish Marshal (Smigly), who miserably deserted
his armies, said that he would hack the German Army
to pieces."
And of his cruelty:
"And martyrdom began for our German nationals.
Tens of thousands were dragged off, mistreated,
and murdered in the vilest fashion. Sadistic beasts
gave vent to their perverse instincts, and this pious
democratic world watched without blinking an
eye."
And of Smigly's willful blindness:
"I have often asked myself: Who can have so blinded
Poland? Does anyone really believe that the German
nation will permanently stand that from such a ridiculous
State? Does anyone seriously believe that?"

The highly decorated and twice-wounded war hero Hitler
had this slippery, sleazy, sniveling, self-promoting Smigly
clown all figured out!

Hitler struts through the streets of Danzig while
Smigly hides in Romania. – The Führer is so 'badass', in a good way, isn't he?
It wasn't merely the fact that Marshal Smigly-Rydz was a
tyrannical, imperialist, warmongering weasel that should
have made his name infamous. Compounding all of these
vices was his abject stupidity. All "Polish jokes" aside, did
Smiggy actually believe that Poland could defeat
Germany? Really? Evidently so.
Did the Smigster not suspect, that with his hands full
fighting Germany, the bestial Stalin might capitalize on
the situation and invade from the east? Evidently not.
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Did His Royal Smigness not suspect that his British,
French, and America "allies" were just using Poland to
pick a fight with Germany, only to throw her out like a
used-up lemon rind afterwards? Was Smigly not aware of
how the Allies seduced the Russian Tsar to fight with
them during World War I, only to refuse him
asylum when he was overthrown? The Bolsheviks then
captured and murdered the Tsar and his entire family.
Was Smigly not aware of how the British, during World
War I, encouraged the Arabs to rise up against the
Ottoman Turkish Empire, only to renege on promises
made to them and then steal Palestine as well?

"For these men (British warmongers) Poland, too,
was only a means to an end. Because today it is
being declared quite calmly that Poland was not
the primary thing, but that the German regime is. I
always warned against these men. I pointed out the
danger that in a certain country such men could rise and
unmolested preach the necessity of war - Herren
Churchill, Eden, Duff-Cooper, etc.

The joyous crowds of Danzig greet their liberator.
Ironically, what Smigly-Rydz was not able to see was,
Hitler saw how the Allies were playing Smigly-Rydz for a
again, very clear to Hitler. In that same Danzig speech,
chump; and spoke publicly about it months before the
war had even started. Wasn't Smigly listening?
Hitler spoke about how Poland had been played for
chumps:
***

Will History Repeat?

Smigly's imperial folly, criminal negligence, and
astonishing stupidity not only doomed Poland, but the
world as well. That's what happens when a man is
blinded by his ego and his ambitions.
Given these true facts about the horrible historical record
of Marshal Smigly-Rydz, one would think that, in spite of
the conventional misunderstanding of World War II, the

Poles would universally hold his memory in contempt.
But that is not the case. Marshal Edward Smigly-Rydz
Park is a large tree-covered public park in Warsaw that
honors the memory of the man who not only started
World War II at the behest of his western manipulators,
but doomed his nation to Soviet conquest, mass killings,
and nearly 50 years of Communism.

Honoring Smigly? Really? Come on Poland! Are you flippin' serious?
One would also think that Poland learned a valuable
historical lesson about 'messin' with super-powers. And
yet, the current Polish government, much to the dismay

of more than a few Poles, is taking the lead in provoking
Putin's Russia on behalf of its EU and US handlers!
How does the old adage go? "Those who fail to learn
from history are doomed to repeat it”.
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US and Polish troops continue to drill for war against
Russia.

Poland to accept US missiles on its soil, eh? Smart
move Poland. Smigly-Rydz would be proud.

Brainwashed Poles protest Putin, who, like Hitler, has
never threatened them in any way

Polish President Komorowski plays the modern day role
of Smigly to Obama's Roosevelt.

Hitler and Putin - two dynamic leaders who refused to
submit to The New World Order, what Putin calls 'The
Unipolar World'

http://tomatobubble.com/smigly_rydz.html

___________________________________________
... and now let’s re-visit the 2001 fraud that gave
rise to a narrative, which illustrates so well how a
society living on a lie will ultimately self-destruct
because one of the essential/fundamental cohesion
ingredient is missing: trust.
Anyone who accepts the official 9:11 narrative of
events is either ignorant of the physical facts, a
liar, or both!
Then think of Larry Silverstein’s billions scammed
from insurance claims with which it was possible to
re-build ugliness exemplified.
Then think of Building 7 and how a simple office
paper fire brought it down – just like a controlled
demolition.
Someone ought to patent this new method of
‘controlled demolition’, then sell it to all those
hard-working demolition workers who work for
weeks to set up a controlled demolition.
All that is now an antiquated method. A simple
paper fire will do it.

Then think of the many planes that are decommissioned and sit in Airparks, i.e. plane
graveyards/boneyards – some could be flown
again as a weapon for controlled demolition jobs,
perhaps!
Then think of all those experts who know the truth
about 9:11 but who for whatever reason must
continue to lie about it.
And think of those who have had the courage to
speak out and tell the truth
about the 9:11
tragedy, that is was controlled demolition that
brought down the Twin Towers and Building 7.
And finally, think of those who as a result of the
9:11 conspiracy have lost their lives in the
consequent adoption of a new global enemy:
Muslim terrorists, who all remain controlled by
those who planned and executed 9:11.

__________________________________________________
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Planes resting somewhere in an American desert

-------------------------------------------------------------------Towers for the Cult of Ayn Rand

An Architecture of Doom and Dread
by JEFFREY ST. CLAIR, WEEKEND EDITION NOVEMBER 7-9, 2014
On November 3, 2014, the first tenants moved into the
new Freedom Tower, the 1776-foot tall glass-and-steel
structure built on the site of 6 World Trade Center. Those
employees of the Condé Nast publishing company
probably entered the monstrous building with some
trepidation. You can understand their anxiety. The old
World Trade Center had been targeted by terrorists at
least four times and ultimately obliterated in the 9/11
attacks. The new building, rising from the tip of
Manhattan, dominates the skyline which such audacity

that it seems to flash a “I dare you to hit me again” sign
from its imposing spire. The structure has the ungainly
heft and bulk of a skyscraper on steroids, but, in reality,
is no more secure than its notorious predecessors, which
used to sway tremulously in winter winds.
Over the course of 12 years, the cost of the Freedom
Tower rose much faster than the building itself. By the
end of the summer, when the finishing touches were
being applied to the interior, the price tag had
escalated to nearly $4 billion, with about a quarter of the
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cost coming from the killing that real estate mogul Larry
Silverstein
had
made
from
insurers
and
reinsurers following the destruction of the WTC complex.
Nowhere along the line did anyone in power seem to
consider
that those
billions
might
be
more efficasciously spent aiding the thousands of people
still suffering cancers and lung diseases from the
airborne toxins that shrouded the city following the
collapse of the Twin Towers or assisting the tens of
thousands of working class New Yorkers displaced from
lower Manhattan by the takeover of the bond traders,
arbitragers, hedge fund confidence men and their
political protectors.
Designed by Daniel Libeskind, a pop architect who has
been described as the “Jeff Koons of building blocks,” the
shape of the Freedom Tower suggests a brutal
monument to the inviolate power of late-capitalism, a
mirrored spike thrusting into the empty sky. Strangely, it
is the kind arrogant tower that one expects to encounter
sprouting assertively from the desert in some oil
sheikdom on-the-make like Dubai. There is an irony
here that will, perhaps, bite deeper in the decades to
come.
If there was even the slightest consolation to be mined
from the collapse of the Twin Towers, it was that the
Manhattan skyline had been purged of two of the ugliest
buildings ever constructed. I had hoped that those
haunted grounds would remain sacrosanct. A few days
after the attacks, I wrote the following essay calling for
the site to be set aside as a memorial, a public commons
in the heart of a city that has too often chosen to pave
over and bury its history. Naturally those calls for a
space of contemplation went unheeded. Instead, the
WTC site has been impaled with a lurid building that
rivals the Twin Towers for the banality of its design and
the oppressiveness of its structure. You weren’t
expecting a measure of humility from the new masters of
capital, were you? –JSC
September 6, 2001.
These are days of lamentation: for the horrifying toll of
the innocent dead, for the near certain prospect of
thousands more-American and Middle Eastern-slated to
die in the impending retaliatory strikes, and even for a
weird kind of innocence and naivete that seemed
uniquely American, a naivete that persisted in the heart
of the nation’s most cynical city.
But one loss that mustn’t be mourned are the Twin
Towers themselves, those blinding prongs that rose up
like a tuning fork above the Battery. Under other
circumstances, thousands would have gathered to cheer
the planned demolition of these oppressive structures as
lustily as they have the implosions of the Kingdome in
Seattle and other misbegotten monstrosities of the
1970s. You could say the World Trade Center was a
singular atrocity–except there were two of them. As
architectural historian Francis Morrone wrote his 1998
Architectural Guidebook to New York: “The best thing
about the view from the indoor and out observation
decks of Two World Trade Centers that they are the only
high vantage points in New York city from which the
World Trade Center itself is not visible.”
But now there’s talk, serious talk from people like Hillary
Clinton, Rudy Giuliani and the building’s new owner Larry
Silverstein, of rebuilding both skyscrapers. This impulse

must be resisted. Those buildings terrorized the skyline
of Manhattan for too long. They combined ostentation
and austerity with all the chilling precision of an
economic package devised by the IMF.
The architect of the World Trade Center complex, Minuro
Yamasaki, was morbidly afraid of heights. It shows in his
work. Like the tycoon in Akira Kurosawa’s wonderful film
High and Low, Yamasaki has projected his own
nightmares on all of us. His towers are more than blunt
symbols of corporate power. They are erections of
dominion that inject a feeling of powerlessness in those
who must encounter their airy permanence. His
architecture does violence to the psyche as surely as
those planes did violence to the human body. Yamasaki
said he wanted enough space around the base of the
towers so onlookers could be “overwhelmed by their
greatness.”
Yamasaki, who died in 1986, saw himself as a field
marshal of space, a kind of Japanese-American version of
Philip Johnson, the avatar of the glass curtain
skyscraper. Johnson’s neo-fascist erections made him the
favorite architect of Fed chairman Alan Greenspan, with
whom he once debated the finer points of Martin
Heidegger in the salon of Ayn Rand. Yamasaki is like
Johnson only duller. He was more ruthless in his desire
to shave all aesthetic pleasure out of his cubes and
tubes, to make them monuments to functionality.
The towers were meant to be impervious to the
elements, as if they could not only defy space, wind, and
the colors of nature, but time as well. That was
Yamasaki’s biggest lie, a conceit as big as the everexpanding bull market or the prospect of an
impenetrable missile defense shield. But the lie was
shattered in a matter of minutes, as first the loadbearing exo-skeleton quivered and buckled, then the
joints melted in the inferno of the burning jet fuel, and
finally one floor after another collapsed with all the
finality of an Old Testament prophecy fulfilled.
Compare Yamasaki’s structure to the great old spire just
down the avenue and you can almost read the arc of
corporate America. The Woolworth Building, Cass
Gilbert’s gothic confection, offers the city a kind of airy
whimsy. Illusory, yes, but self-consciously fun. It doesn’t
demand your attention so much as it seduces it.
Yamasaki was a favorite of the new corporate order
because, unlike Frank Lloyd Wright or the spendy
Johnson, he built on the cheap. The WTC towers cost
only $350 million. The early price tag on rebuilding the
structures is put at $2.5 billion. Also recall that the
towers were for most of their life public buildings, owned
by the city of New York. But there was little truly civic
about them: they were cold, sterile, forbidding symbols
of a government that had turned inward, that had begun
to co-inhabit with the very corporations and financial
houses it was charged with regulating.
Jeffrey St. Clair is editor of CounterPunch. His new
book is Killing Trayvons: an Anthology of American
Violence (with JoAnn Wypijewski and Kevin
Alexander
Gray).
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This article was originally published in the September 15,
2001 print edition of CounterPunch.
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