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… will this hatred of things German ever stop?  

German rower leaves Olympics over 'Nazi boyfriend' allegations 

German media claim Nadja Drygalla's boyfriend is extremist 
Rower leaves Games 'so as not to be a burden for the team' 

Reuters, guardian.co.uk, Friday 3 August 2012 13.33 BST 

 
Germany's Nadja Drygalla rows during the women's eight at Eton Dorney during London 2012. 

Photograph: Darren Whiteside/Reuters 

The German rower Nadja Drygalla has left the Olympic 
village following media allegations that her boyfriend is 
a far-right extremist. 
The German Olympic Committee said Drygalla, who had 
already finished competing at the Games as part of the 
women's rowing eight team, left of her own accord 

after a 90-minute conversation with German officials. 
"Miss Drygalla confirmed credibly her commitment to 
the Olympic Charter," the head of Germany's 
committee Michael Vesper said. "She is leaving the 
Olympic Village so as not to be a burden for the team." 

Though German officials did not give the reason for her 
departure, the German public broadcaster ARD 
reported the 23-year-old former police officer was 
suspected of sympathising with right-wing extremist 
ideology. 
Media reports said her boyfriend was a leading member 

of the "Rostock National Socialists" and had fought a 
state election for the far-right National Democratic 
Party (NPD). 
Germany's intelligence agency describes the party as 
racist, anti-Semitic and inspired by the Nazis. Its local 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport/rowing
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election campaigns blame immigrants for crime and 
unemployment and its supporters are mostly 
unemployed young men with little education in 
depressed areas of the east. 

It is represented in two state assemblies – the east 
German states of Saxony and Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern – but not in the federal parliament. 

One attempt to ban the NPD failed in 2003 after 
witnesses were exposed as intelligence agency 
informants. 
The German rowing federation said in a statement that 
it welcomed Drygalla's decision. 

"We will have another conversation with Nadja Drygalla 
in August after the Olympic Games. After that we will 
decide together with her how to proceed," said 
Siegfried Kaidel, the head of the federation. 

Mark Adams, spokesman for the International Olympic 
Committee, said Drygalla had done nothing wrong at 
the Games: "There is no issue for us regarding the 

rower. I have seen the report. But as far as the Games 
are concerned, she has not done anything wrong." 
© 2012 Guardian News and Media Limited or its 
affiliated companies. All rights reserved. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport/2012/aug/03/german

-rower-olympics-nazi-boyfriend 

                 … is the following real or a photo-shop production?  

 

Adolf Hitler’s crime – revealing the truth: 
‘........bei all dem erhebt sich nun das Finanzkapital als Sieger. 

Deutsche Händler unterschreiben Verpflichtungen, die unerfüllbar sind. 

Mit 100 Milliarden wird umgegangen, als ob es sich bloß um wenige Tausend Mark handeln 

würde. Was Generationen vorher geschaffen haben, wird nun leichten Herzens verpfändet 

oder preisgegeben.’ – 1933, Berliner Sportpalast 

Michael Santomauro on Joseph Goebbels
Contrary to popular belief, Goebbels was successful as a 

propagandist not because he was a master of the "Big 

Lie," but rather as a result of his fidelity to facts and 

truth. As biographer Heiber notes:  

Goebbels was accordingly able to celebrate his 

information policy as being not only superior to the 

enemy's in its monolithic character, but also of a 

"seriousness and credibility" which "simply cannot be 

surpassed." The boast could be made with some 

justification: Seen in the long view, Goebbels preached, 

the best propaganda is that which does no more than 

serve the truth." [p. 254]  

"Goebbels' real lies, his conscious lies, always pertained 

to mere detail ...," writes Heiber. "Goebbels' lies were 

more in the nature of those equivocations and evasions 

by which government spokesmen everywhere seek to 

'protect' the 'national interest'." [pp. 134, 135]  

It is also common to imagine that, however skilled, 

Goebbels was little more than a clever ranter who won 

support from his countrymen by appealing to base 

feelings of envy, revenge, conceit and arrogant pride. 

This view, which implicitly demeans Germans as a 

nation of emotional and mental cripples, is especially 

widespread in the United States. If he thinks about it at 

all, the typical American imagines that if he had been 

living in Third Reich Germany, he would not have 

"fallen" for Goebbels' "obvious" lies. 

Such a self-flattering view is based on ignorance. In his 

classic study, Propaganda (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

1968; Vintage, 1973 [p. 54]), French scholar Jacques 

Ellul pointed out that Goebbels' postwar image is itself a 

propaganda distortion:  

There remains the problem of Goebbels' reputation. He 

wore the title of Big Liar (bestowed by Anglo-Saxon 

propaganda) and yet he never stopped battling for 

propaganda to be as accurate as possible. He preferred 

being cynical and brutal to being caught in a lie. He 

used to say: "Everybody must know what the situation 

is." He was always the first to announce disastrous 

events or difficult situations, without hiding anything. 

The result was a general belief between 1939 and 1942 

that German communiqués not only were more concise, 

clearer and less cluttered, but were more truthful than 

Allied communiqués (American and neutral opinion) -- 

and, furthermore, that the Germans published all the 

news two or three days before the Allies. All this is so 

true that pinning the title of Big Liar on Goebbels must 

be considered quite a propaganda success.  

_______________________________________ 
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